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April,  May  and  June  are  traditional  months  for  weddings.    And  this  spring 
— the  first  since  the  war's  ends — more  brides  than  usual  are  planning  their 
weddings  in  the  traditional  mode.     That  is... the  "bride  will  wear  white  with  veil 
and  orange  blossoms.    There'll  be  a  bevy  of  pretty  bridesmaids.    And  the  wedding 
party  will  leave  the  church  to  the  well-known  strains  of  Mendelssohn. 

But  if  this  spring's  wedding  is  planned  in  good  taste... one  tradition  will 
not  be  observed.    And  that's  the  showering  of  rice  on  newlyweds.  Symbolically 
...the  showering  of  rice  on  a  newly  married  couple  means  happiness  and  pros- 
perity.   Actually .. .to  observe  this  traditional  symbol  in  weddings  this  year 
will  mean  hunger,  profound  suffering  and  even  starvation  for  people  in  other 
parts  of  the  world. 

There's  not  enough  rice  to  meet  the  world's  demand  for  food.    Just  a  little 
more  than  six  billion  bushels  are  in  prospect  for  the  total  19^5-46    crop.  The 
average  world  crop--before  the  war-was  nearly  seven  and  a  half  billion  bushels. 
And  Asia  produced  95  percent  of  that  crop. 

It's  not  hard  to  see  why  the  production  of  rice  has  declined  these  war 
years.    Farming  has  been  disorganized.    There  have  been  shortages  of  animals  and 
oquipment  to  make  the  rice  crop  in  Asia.    And  there  has  been  an  acute  shortage 
of  fertilizer. 

Tho  Japanese  rice  crop  this  year  may  be  nearly  a  third  less  than  in  prewar 
years.    The  Philippine  crop  is  short  of  prewar  consumption  by  1+5  million  bushels. 
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In  normal  years .. .Burma,    Siara,  and  French  Indo-China  grow  enough  rice  for 
their  own  use  and  export  the  surplus  to  other  rice  eating  countries  in  the  Far 
East.    This  year... the  crop  is  far  "below  normal.    It's  down  from  a  third  to  a 
half  of  the  prewar  harvest. 

In  the  Canton  province  in  China... the  rice  outlook  is  poor  because  there 
hasn't  been  enough  rain. 

Australia's  rice  harvest  was  cut  in  half  last  year  by  drought.    This  year 
...low  water  supplies  will  mean  a  restricted  crop. 

The  only  bright  spot  in  the  picture--say  foreign  agricultural  experts  of 
the  U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture- -is  the  supply  in  the  Western  Hemisphere... 
in  the  Americas.    Eice  growers  in  the  United  States  harvested  a  record  crop  last 
year.    Brazil  may  be  able  to  export  between  250  to  300  million  pounds.  However- 
other  South  American  countries—Bolivia,  Peru  and  Venezuela- -may  need  to  buy  some 
of  the  rice  since  those  countries  don't  raise  enough  for  their  needs. 

Added  all  together. . .the  rice  we  can  ship  from  the  Americas  will  not  be 
enough  to  meet  all  of  Asia's  needs.    But  every  little  bit  will  count.    And  it's 
up  to  us  to  save  rice  and  3end  just  as  much  as  we  can. 

That's  why  wedding  guests  will  not  want  to  shower  rice  on  the  newlyweds 
this  spring.    We  can't  afford  to  waste  a  single  grain. 
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